Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
Ministry of Higher 
Education 

Islamic University, Madinah 
Deanship of Academic 
Research 




Translation Department 

J 



www.iu.edu.sa 






G . 



XI 



Pillars of Islaam 



Translated by 

Abdur-Raafi‘ Adewale 



PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com 



(*r^' ill 



Preface 

In the Name of Allaah, the Gracious, the Merciful 

All praise is due to Allaah. Blessings and peace be upon the last Prophet, 
Muhammad son of Abdullaah. 

Spreading Islaamic knowledge immensely help in explaining the reality of 
Islaam, consolidating its pillars and developing the Muslim Ummah. 
Through propagation and education, the Islaamic University is striving to 
achieve this noble goal. 

To achieve this objective, the Deanship of Academic Research in the 
university plans and prepares many academic projects. Some of these 
projects are profound studies made about beauties of Islaam. The deanship 
believes that these projects will give Muslims the opportunity to learn about 
their religion, its creed and laws from dependable and authentic sources. 
This present work (Pillars of Islaam) is one of the academic projects of the 
deanship. The deanship has requested some members of the teaching staff 
of the university to write on this topic. It then assigned its academic 
committee to study the book, complete what needs completion and bring it 
out in the most suitable form with an endeavour to link all academic topics 
with their proofs from the Qur’aan and Sunnah. 

It is also a fervent wish of the deanship that members of the Muslim world 
should have access to useful religious knowledge. It is this wish that 
brought about the decision to translate these works into world languages, 
spread them and post them on the Internet. 

We therefore, beseech Allaah to reward the government of Saudi Arabia 
with good for great efforts it exerts to serve Islaam, spread its message and 
defend it. We also beseech Allaah to reward it for the constant support and 
patronage that it gives to this university. We pray to Allaah, out of His 
Mercy, to make this project beneficial and to help us in completing other 
projects. We equally beseech Him to make all of us succeed in carrying out 
deeds that He loves and is pleased with, and to include us among the 
callers to guidance and helpers of truth. 

Blessings and peace of Allaah be upon His slave and Messenger, our 
Prophet Muhammad as well as his household and companions. 

Deanship of Academic Research 
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PILLARS OF ISLAAM 



The First Pillar: Statement of Testimony 

It is to testify that there is no deity worthy of being worshipped except 
Allaah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah. 

These two testimonies are the gateway to Islaam, they are its greatest 
pillar, and no person can be regarded a Muslim if he has not uttered them 
and worked by their implications. 

Meaning of ‘Testifying that there is no deity worthy of being 
worshipped except Allaah.’ 

It is to utter it while one is in full knowledge of its meaning, and to act by its 
implication inwardly and outwardly. Uttering it without knowing its meaning 
and without acting by its implications is, according to the consensus of the 
scholars, of no use but will rather be a proof against one. 

Meaning of ‘No deity worthy of worship except Allaah’ is: there is no god 
that has any right to be worshiped except Allaah alone. 

The two pillars of this statement are: denial and affirmation. One must deny 
that nothing has the right to be worshipped besides Allaah and affirm that it 
is only Allaah Who has the right to be worshipped. It also entails disbelief in 
Taaghoot, which is all that is worshipped besides Allaah like humans, 
stones, trees, whims and lusts- and to abhor them and forsake them. So 
whoever utters this statement but does not disbelieve in all that is 
worshipped besides Allaah has not really uttered it. 

Allaah says, 

“And your llaah (God) is one llaah, there is none who has the right to be 
worshipped but He, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. ” 1 
He also says, 

jjii ojiiWL y&Z yS {j* iijtf os j \\y\ V > 

A @5 ^ Jpy kiHILlT 



1 Al-Baqarah 2:163 
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“There is no compulsion in religion. Verily, the Right Path has become 
distinct from the wrong path. Whoever disbelieves in Taaghoot and 
believes in Allaah, then he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold that 
will never break. And Allaah is All-Hearer, All-Knower. ” 1 
The meaning of ‘llaah’ is the One Who is worthy of being worshipped. And 
whoever claims that ‘llaah’ means the Creator, the Sustainer or the One 
Who is Able to invent and that, this belief is enough even if he does not 
dedicate acts of worship to Allaah alone, the Word taa ilaaha illallaah’ \ n’\W 
not benefit such a person neither in becoming a Muslim in this world nor in 
saving him from the everlasting torment on the Day of Resurrection. Allaah 
says, 

o* zJa' ^'3 jiliJT q* ^ ip ^ 

4 Cfjs ^ jj o4aJI 

“Say (O Muhammad): ‘Who will provide for your from the sky and the 
earth? Or who owns hearing and sight? And who brings out the living from 
the dead and brings out the dead from the living? And who disposes the 
affairs?’ They will say: ‘Allaah.’ Say: ‘Will you not then be afraid ofAllaah’s 
punishment (for setting up rivals in worship with Him? 2 
Allaah also says, 

4 © o i jS Zjjh cr* (4^ vh } 

“And if you ask them who created them, they will surely say: ‘Allaah.’ How 
then are they turned away (from the worship of Allaah Who created 
them).’ 3 

Conditions of the statement of Tawheed 

1 . Knowledge of its meaning -in terms of denial and affirmation- in a way 
that drives away ignorance. This is by denying worship to anything besides 
Allaah and affirming it for Him alone, without associating any partner to 
Him, for none deserves to be worshipped but Allaah alone. 

2. To have a certainty that removes all doubts. This is by uttering the 
statement out of conviction and satisfaction with full and definite 
cognisance of its meaning. 



1 AI-Baqarah 2:256 

2 Yoonus 10:31 

3 Az-Zukhruf 43:87 
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3. Acceptance that negates refusal. The Muslim must accept all the 
implications of this statement, believe in the truthfulness of its message, 
obey all its commandments, abstain from all its prohibitions and must not 
deny or attempt to misinterpret the texts of the Qur’aan and the Sunnah. 

4. Surrender that negates abandonment. This is by submitting to all that the 
statement implies inwardly and outwardly. 

5. Truthfulness that negates falsehood. The Muslim must utter this 
statement from his heart, knowing well that what he utters verbally should 
be in agreement with what is in his heart and that his inward belief should 
agree with his outward deeds. 

Whoever utters the statement of testimony with his tongue but denies its 
meaning in his heart, the statement will not avail him of anything. An 
example of this is the situation of the hypocrites who utter with their 
tongues what is not in their hearts. 

6. Sincerity in worship that negates shirk. This means, the slave should 
purify his deeds, through sincere intention, from all stains of shirk. Allaah 
says, 

4-U'ij t\JLL >- (JijJI I Slj lj^r»l T^aj 

“And they were not commanded but that they should worship Allaah and 
worship none but Him alone. ” 1 

7. Love that negates hatred. He should love this word and all that it 
denotes. He should love those who believe in it and fulfil its conditions. He 
should also detest all that negates the word. The sign of this is to love 
Allaah more than one’s desires, and to hate what Allaah hates even if one’s 
mind is inclined to it. It includes befriending those who take Allaah and His 
Messenger as friends and regard as enemies those who wage war against 
Allaah and His Messenger. Allaah says, 

Lo-oj bl l^^Il IjJlS il j<*_a Ja-Jbjjl ^50 OjK” JlS 

4i)L) I yi IJbl r 1 ■» : 1 1 j jvS^Luj LilL ljuj b^jaS" aill 

“Indeed there been an excellent example for you in Ibraaheem and those 
with him, when they said to their people: ‘Verily we are free from you and 



1 Al-Bayyinah 98:5 
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